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A Letter From Qur Executive Director

In a world where the challenges facing our communities often feel insurmountable, it’s easy to get lost in the
noise of polarization and endless doomscrolling. While there may be no “easy” answer, | truly believe that
nothing changes unless we get at the root of our human relationships and the stories we tell about ourselves and
one another. | also believe there is nothing more essential than supporting the storytellers and meaning
makers who are shaping our communities. These are the people who are helping neighbors build relationships
with one another and making space for creativity and culture to thrive.

In the last year, I've had the privilege of witnessing this work firsthand: our neighborhood celebrating winter at our
outdoor skating rink in Saint Paul, creative leaders gathering at the Rural Futures Summit in Fergus Falls, and
artists facilitating connections through projects focused on rural-urban solidarity.

If you’ve traveled along rural Highway 210 in West Central Minnesota,

you may have encountered our work to center artists in movements for
economic justice. Erhard-based artist Kandace Creel Falcon created

a painting of their goats that was transformed into a full-size billboard
installation along the highway. The project serves as a meditation on the
idea of “tending to the herd”—a reminder that we are all interdependent
and responsible for one another’s care.

This project embodies the kinds of connections and stories that
emerge when we give artists the space to lead. And when artists lead
with goats, well, it only makes sense that we do, too (because, let’s face it,
we know that artists are the G.O.A.T!).

As | look ahead to next year, | am looking forward to finding more ways that
we can support the truthtellers, culture bearers and creative leaders that our communities need right now. Here’s
to connection, to small joys, to the power of artists. And yes, here’s to goats.

Laura Zabel
Executive Director
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We're so happy to share our 2024 annual report with you! )
\

We had some big wins this year, including an expansion of one of the nation's first Guaranteed Income pilot for
artists, a fresh new brand identity, and a new website on the way. There were also challenges, of course, but we
navigated them with the same creative innovation that has driven us throughout our 30+ year history.
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Thisyear, we...

Connected organizations nationwide through the
Creative Change Coalition to foster resource-sharing,
field-building, and systems change.

-

Brought rural artists together at the Rural Futures
Summit to imagine new possibilities for shared
prosperity.

- Helped artists get to the next step in their careers
through practical resources such as Incubator Fiscal
Sponsorship, Artist Career Consultations, and
the Growth Fund.

Looking ahead, our work to champion creativity, culture, and collaboration is more necessary than ever.
Artists are essential to vibrant communities and a just, equitable world, so we'll continue to invest in artists
and the ecosystems that sustain them with hope and a joyful determination.

You play avital role in our efforts to help provide artists with a living and a life. Thank you
for being a part of this journey with us!
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Fergus Falls
262 University Ave W 201 West Lincoln Ave
Saint Paul, MN 55103 Fergus Falls, MN 56537
Tel: 651-292-4381 Tel: 218-998-4037




Program
Highlight

As an artist-led organization, we understand that creating art is real
work that comes with its own set of challenges, including inconsistent
income and dependence on gig opportunities. Every day, we hear from
artists about how these pressures limit their ability to engage with their
communities and make it difficult for many to see artmaking as a
sustainable career.

That’s the heart of why we are expanding Springboard’s Guaranteed
Income pilot, which invests in artists in the Rondo and Frogtown
neighborhoods of Saint Paul and in rural Otter Tail County.

Alongside the pilot, our Artists Respond: People Place and
Prosperity cohort created new work to prompt community
conversation and connection about Guaranteed Income, leading up to
a big announcement— the expansion of our pilot to serve 100 artists for
5 years!

Kandace Creel Falcon participated in Artists Respond: People,
Place, Prosperity, a cohort of artists creating work to inspire
narrative change. Falcon’s painting of their three goats—symbols
of community care and the rural value of tending to a herd—was
displayed on a billboard in rural Minnesota for nearly a year.

—’

Gl IS THE
G.0.A.T.




Building a more vibrant and
Interconnected creative
ecosystem —nationally —
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':g build fulfilling lives and careers thrive at the local
level.
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We also know that these organizations, collectives,
and community groups continue to need tailored
resources and support to help them flourish,
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Coalition in 2023. This isn’t just another
networking group; it’s a dynamic coalition of 150 organizations from 39 states, working together to
connect local efforts and drive systemic change. The Coalition fosters collaboration and learning
through virtual workshops, field conversations, and a wealth of resources, opportunities, and funding.
In less than a year, we’ve hosted seven virtual events that have brought together nearly 600
practitioners and field leaders to explore topics like local advocacy, rural-urban solidarity, and federal

funding strategies.

UESHEAANUESH NN EARNESHENSUESHENSQUESHE

ArtBuilt, Arts for LA, Asian American Advocacy Fund, Blue Sky Center, Crosshatch Center for Art &
Partners & Ecology, CultureSource, Economic Security Project, Environmental Protection Network, Federal
Presenters Highway Administration, Fresh Arts, Great Plains Action Society, Higher Purpose Co, Institute for

Wall, National Endowment for the Arts, National League of Cities, National Performance Network,
RedLine Contemporary Art Center, Sidewalk Detroit, U.S. Department of Transportation, and the
University of Pennsylvania Center for Guaranteed Income Research

l Sustainable Communities, Kentucky Rural-Urban Exchange, Mural Arts Philadelphia, Mural on the




SPRINGROARD
THE NUVBERS

$1,100,000

paid directly to artists

“| felt seen, heard, and validated as both an
artist and a person by [my consultant].
That's no small thing to me.”

Our solar panels
generated

120%

of our Saint Paul site’s
electricity needs
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That’s nearly a
quarter of our
budget!

Creative Change
Coalition member orgs
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“Joining the Creative Change Coalition has been refreshing and
enlightening, allowing me to connect with creatives facing similar

challenges and learn how they navigate this work. .
- CCC Participant

That’s a 150% increase from FY2023!

policy
coalitions led
by Springboard
centering
economic
security

Rural Regenerator Fellows

We invested in rural creative leadership through the Rural Regenerator
Fellowship, a 2-year program supporting rural artists from MN, 1A, WI,
ND, SD, MI. We added Nebraska and Kansas this year!
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Financials
Income Expenses

Contributed Income (Foundations & Grants) Direct Program Expenses
$2,656,259 $3,651,944

Contributed Income (Individuals) Indirect (Shared) Program Expenses
$135,736 $156,357

Earned Income Core Mission Support

$180,742 $591,256

Board Approved Use of Unrestricted Net Assets

$826,320" $4,399,557

*In FY23, Springboard for the Arts received a generous unrestricted do-
nation that will be partially allocated over the next five years to support

$4,399,557 program responsiveness and innovation.

These financials accurately represent Springboard’s operational State-
ment of Activities, but are not presented in accordance with generally
accepted accounting principles.

For full audited financials, contact info@springboardforthearts.org

Incubator
4.3%

Communoty Development
19.5%

Rural Programs

Mission
Support

National Programs Economic Opportunity



FY24 Funders
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FY24 Donors
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Catherine Baldwin
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Vickie Benson
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Laurie Brickley
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Tim Campbell
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Dennis Cermak
Yung-Ling Chen
Morgan Clifford
Jeremy and Michael
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Melissa Cookman
Jeanne and David Cornish
Heather Cummins
Cheryl Davenport
Shauna Dee

Laura Delventhal

“ISpringboard is] the reason
so many artists are thriving

inour community.”
- Artist

Christine Demars
Dakota Deringer

Lisa Deutsch

Tracey Deutsch
Kelsey Dillon

Neal Dimick

Zee Do

Peter Dodge

Dawn Doering

Dan Donkers

Caroline Donnelly
Debora Drower

Todd Duesing

Craig Dunn and Candy Hart
Lucas Erickson
Bluestem Fund of the
Minneapolis Foundation
Anika Fajardo
Elizabeth Farrell
Michael Finney

Bruce Fishbeck

Katie Fitzgerald
Jamey Flannery

Patti and Glenn Flekke

Ann Foker

Jack Forinash

Elizabeth Foy Larsen and
Walter Schleisman

Tina Frederickson and Don Eitel
Jonathan Friel

Roxanne Friesen

Nancy Fushan

Karen Gahl-Mills

Emily Galusha and Don McNeil
Susanna Gaunt
Josephine Geiger

Alaina George

Madde Gibba

Mary Gold

Meri Golden

Ralph Goodwin

Mike Gotter

Vince and Paula Granquist
Douglas Green

Emer Griffin

George Griffiths

Susan Groff

Chad and Diana Guglielmetti
Peg Guilfoyle

Paul Haarstick

Modi Hammarstedt

Beth Haney

Ash Hanson

Gavia Charitable Fund of the
Saint Paul & Minnesota
Foundation

John L Harrison

Rachael Hartzler
Ladyslipper Ensemble
Margaret Hasse

Kate Havelin

Mary Heckt

Michelle Helsing

Agate Magazine

Mary Henke-Haney

Lukas Hermann

Janelle Hill

Mary Hill

Betsey Hodson
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Christina Hollering

Hannah Holman

Jeff Holmes

Janine Holter

Ayumi Hori-Shafer

Barbara and Amos Hostetter
Barb Hovey

Robyn Hudalla

Ashley Huebner

Susan and Warren Huhn-Bowles
Jennifer |

Sewell Family Foundation
Joan Ireland

Johniver Family Charitable Fund
Bryan J

Bruce Jacobs and Ann Jennen
Diane and Paul Jacobson
Elizabeth Jarrett Andrew and
Emily Jarrett Hughes

Dean Jensen

Brandon Jernigan

Amy Johns and Andrew Heiring
Patricia Johns

Sarah Souder Johnson

Lani and Mary Jordan
Amanda Kaler and Brian Ellis
Sarah Kass

Urbane DrK Consulting
Matthew Keefe

Chris and Laurie Kemp

Laura Kimball

Patrick and Susie King

Curtis Klotz

Kathy Knoblauch

Didi Koka

Teresa Konechne

Peter Kowler

Matthew Kramer

Willow and Elizabeth Rheault
Kreibich

Ben Krywosz

Anne Kuffel

Sabrina Kushelman

Dawn Lamm

Theodore Langason

Karla Larsen

Ernest and Sarah Lehmann
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Anne Leland Clark

John and Anne Levin
River Road Foundation
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Andrew Lipstein

Nicholas Littlefield
Douglas Logeland
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Christopher Long
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Sarah Lutman

Michael and Beth MacDonald
Curt MacKenzie and Timm
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Robert Malos

Elsie and Ray Martin

Meg Martin

Phillip and Paula Mason
Michael McCaughan
Gerry McGrane

Mike McGuire

Erin McHenry

Eileen Mclsaac

William McTeer

Rene Meyer-Grimberg
Lisa Meyer and Sam Grabarski
Lisa Middag and Tony Nelson
David Miller

Minneapolis College of
Art & Design

Jane Meyer

Charlie Mitchell

Ella Mitchell

Mixed Blood Theatre

“You are my favorite
organization for gifting.”

- Donor

Anthony Molaro

David and Leni Moore Family
Foundation

Kristin Morant

Kerry Morgan

Brenna Mosser

Kathy Mouacheupao
Dominique Mueller
Dana Nelson

Mark Nelson
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Michael Neuschwander
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Gail Nordstrom

Polly and Mark Norman
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James and Marcy Nutt
Joshua Oertli
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Linda Passon-Mcnally
Jim Payne

Marjorie Pearson
Anne Peek

Frank Perkins

Lori and Ron Perlman
Anna Peters

Barbara Peterson
Charles Peterson

Geri and Jim Pettitt
Shannon Pettitt
Patrick Pfundstein
Diane Piette
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Troy Polan
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Fiona Quick
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Leung Charitable Giving Fund
Jan Rivers

Robert E. and Edith M.
Grissinger Foundation

Chad Roberts
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Jeffrey Rundgren

Jim Rustad and Kay Thomas
John Saecker

Laila Sahir

Karuna Fund of the Saint Paul &
Minnesota Foundation
Becky Saltzman

Sally Sand

Erin Sartor

Subbu Sastry

Corey David Sauer

Kristin and Justin Schaack
Annette Schiebout
Stephanie Schwartz

Susan Searing

Debra Serum

Barbara Shaterian

Barbara Shelton

Terry Shima

Silicon Valley Community
Foundation

Heidi and Steve Silton

Mike Skoglund

Kay Smith

Catherine and Michael Spengler
Jeff Stender

Benjamin Stevens

Laurel Stiebler

Pivotal Enterprises LLC
James Stoffers

Kara Stonecipher

Alyssa Stormes

Suzanne Svare

Carl Swanson

Jill Swanson

Sarah Swedburg

M. Monica Tajibnapis

Polly Talen

Tankenoff Families Foundation
Kelli Tatum

Diogo Teixeira Lopes

Rose Teng

Raymond D. Terrill

Sheila Terryll

Milly Theis

Priscilla Thomas

Robert and Marilyn Thompson
Ariella Tilsen

Richard Todd

Andrew S Troth
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My Truong
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Pramila Vasudevan
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Thomas Vetter
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Jun-Li Wang and David Davies

Lyman B. Warren Family Fund
Moira Webster-Larranaga

Janis and David Weller
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Laura Zabel and Levi Weinhagen
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Anonymous x 17

“Hearing from people of all
ages and abilities respond to
the project continues to teach
me more about howtobea
better artist and person.”

- Amelia Foster, Springboard’s
Ready Go Program
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